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NAMB  missionaries  are  commissioned 


ed  Since  1877 


AUSTIN,  Texas  (BP)  —  It's  prayers,  shouted 
not  often  that  God  speaks  out  loud:  "What  is 
through  the  guy  in  the  next  impossible  to  man 
shower  stall,  but  that's  exact-  is  possible  to  God." 
ly  what  Charif  Haddad  said  *'It  made  the  hair 
happened  to  him.  on  my  neck  stand 

Haddad,  pastor  of  a  new  up,"  Haddad  said.  "I 
church  among  people  of  Middle  said,  Sam,  where 
Eastern  descent  in  did  those  words 
Dearborn,  Mich.,  come  from?'  He  said, 
\>  was  one  of  38  new  'I  don’t  know.  They 
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testimony  during  three-part  action  plan 
the  service.  Had-  for  the  Christian  life 
dad  shared  how  that  is  becoming  one  P'  ) 

he  struggled  with  of  the  board's  central  J0* 

his  call  to  ministry  messages:  "Answer 

as  a  teenager  in  his  caff,  tell  his  story,  PRAYER  FOR  MISSIONARIES  —  The  con 
fcis  native  Leba-  and  change  your  Austin,  Texas,  pG4|MrfMiifcfe>Jorth  American 
non.  During  a  world."  their  Feb.  9  commissioning  service.  The  pra 

shower  after  a  "When  you  an-  sonnel  deployment  director  for  NAMB.  (BP  j 

soccer  game  one  swer  his  call,  you - 

day,  he  found  will  inevitably  have  the  oppor-  were  no  adventure  in  it?"  he 
himself  thinking  tunity  to  tell  nis  story,"  Reccord  asked.  'What  would  your  life  be 
of  all  the  reasons  said,  "and  when  you  unapolo-  like  if  there  weren  t  any  risk 
he  couldn't  obey:  getically  do  that,  you  will  involved  in  it?  Would  you  ever 
He  had  a  family  to  change  your  world."  have  learned  how  to  walk?" 

raise,  a  plan  to  The  Christian  journey  can  be  He  noted  the  bravery  of  the 
engineer,  and  the  seen  as  an  adventure,  some-  Columbia  space  shuttle  crew, 
re  just  too  great.  thing  that  involves  risk  —  and  who  knew  that  astronauts  are 
friend  in  tne  next  potentially  tremendous  joy  and  known  as  "explorers  who  blast 
n-Christian  who  excitement,  Reccord  saia. 'What  into  the  future  on  an  orange  ball 
teard  his  silent  would  your  life  be  like  if  there  of  flame  to  chart  the  unknown." 


LIFE  CHANGING  SHOWER 
—  Charif  Haddad,  a  church 
planter  in  Dearborn,  Mich., 
and  native  of  Lebanon,  shares 
how  God  called  him  to  be  a 
pastor  while  taking  a  shower, 
during  the  commissioning  ser¬ 
vice  for  38  new  North 
American  Mission  Board  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Austin,  Texas.  (BP 
photo  by  James  Dotson) 


Truthquest  picks  up  national  broadcasters'  award 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Letters 


Baptist  Press,  the  Southern  ,  A  tHQ?  ^  s,orJ-  ,  , 

Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Starnes 

news  service;  FamilyNet;  director  of  university ;  com- 

and  the  B&H  Publishing  AWARD  WINNERS — TruthQuest:  California,  a  1 3-part  series  in  which  munications  at  Unior 
Group  of  LifeWay  Christian  12  evangelical  teens  put  their  faith  to  the  test,  has  received  a  People's  University  in  Jackson 
Resources,  which  publishes  Choice  Award  from  tne  National  Religious  Broadcasters'  TV  Committee.  Tenn.,  after  serving  as 
the  TruthQuest  line  of  stu-  Katie  Royals  (front  row,  third  from  left),  a  member  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  Baptist  Press’  assistant  edi 

-  #  1  - -  -  L  ‘  tor  since  2000. 


I  lessons 


Sunday  S< 


part  of  the  TruthQuest  team.  (BP  photo) 


dent  discipleship  resources,  was 


Time  to  go  slow 

rphe  first  time  many  of  ns  heard  of  six  years  old;  the  tyi 
I  cloning  was  in  the  plot  of  The  Boys  lifespan  of  a  healthy  si 
_I_  from  Brazil,  a  1978  movie  based  on  the  is  about  12  years.)  She 
best-selling  book  of  due  same  name  by  Ira  be  stuffed,  mounted. 

Levin.  Starring  Gregory  Peck  and  Laurence  displayed  in  Scotia 
Olivier,  the  movie  was  a  gripping  tale  National  Museum, 
involving  the  attempted  cloning  of  Adolf  During  the  cours* 

Hitler  by  Nazi  sympathizers  who  escaped  to  Dolly's  brief 


ADD  x*ar  kxx>,  too  NWft 
chsoc  on  eownonj  back  iw 
TOUR  SOWBTOWS  •  IN  *52'  use 
etffWS  HOW  CANO  COO»  u*6 
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which  die  Pacifist  demands,  we 
!  shall  then  be  forced  to  the  condu- 
|  sion  that  Christ's  true  meaning, 
concealed  horn  those  who  lived 
in  die  same  time  and  spoke  the 
same  language,  and  whom  he 
himself  chose  to  be  his  messen¬ 
gers  to  the  world,  has  at  last  been 
discovered  in  our  own  time." 

The  very  idea  that  Jesus  was 
:  not  a  pacifist  goes  against  the 
__  grain  of  prevailing  liberal 
myths.  He  aid  instruct  his  fol- 
of  the  lowers  to  live  peacefully  with 
>atan.  one  another  without  ven- 
of  geance,  for  God  has  delegated 
len  of  tne  power  of  the  sword  to  the 
state  as  his  authorized  agent 
against  the  evil  powers  of  the 
age.  Yet  many  modem  theolo¬ 
gians  and  pastors  tell  the  story 
of  evil  as  the  saga  of  vast 
impersonal  forces  at  work  with 
only  the  church  to  speak  up  for 
peace.  War,  a  remnant  of  the 
fall,  will  remain  constant  in 
human  existence  until  the  end. 
. .  .  As  tragic  and  horrible  as  war 

age  understands  Jesus  in  ways  is,  those  ordering  or  involved 
contrary  to  John  the  Baptist  and  in  conflict  with  a  moral  justifi- 
the  apostles  Paul  and  Peter  is  to  cation  can  be  assured  that  God 
think  that  eyewitnesses  to  is  not  against  them. 

Christ's  words  and  actions  are  - 

less  reliable  than  the  opinions  of  Baker  is  a  writer  and  columnist 
modem  theologians.  C.S.  Lewis  for  Baptist  Press  who  lives  and 
said,  "If  Our  Lord's  words  are  works  in  Washington ,  D.C.  He  is  a 
taken  in  the  unqualified  sense  member  of  Capitol  Hill  Church. 


The  White  House  Press 
Briefing  Room  seldom 
allows  for  theological  debate,  but 
a  last-minute  question  from  an 
"unbiased"  journalist  turned  foe 
White  House  press  corps  into 
unsuspecting  seminary  students. 

As  Press  Secretary  Ari 
Fleischer  finished  his  work  on 
Feb.  6,  a  final  question  flew 
toward  foe  podium.  A  reporter 
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referenced  a  letter  sent  to 
President  Bush  from  the 

National  Council  of  Churches  he’s  an  absolute  pacifist?" 
expressing  "unease"  regarding  Journalism  as  theology  aside, 
foe  president's  "moral  justifica-  was  Jesus  a  pacifist? 
tion  for  war  on  Iraq."  Fleischer  Holy  Scripture  teaches  that 
responded  that  the  president  Jesus  aid  not  ultimately  seek 
was  a  "deeply  religious  man"  to  bring  about  a  better  ver-  not  foe  fruit  but  the  root  of  sin. 
and  would  act  to  protect  the  sion  of  a  fallen  world,  but  to  Spiritual  force  had  to  be  used  to 
nation  as  commander-in-chief.  inaugurate  a  new  kingdom  cast  out  sinful  power  —  the  sole 
Stepping  up  to  foe  pulpit,  where  the  present  heavens 
the  presumptuous  reporter  and  earth  would  be  re-made 
began  his  sermon:  "You  just  with  no  trace  of  sin  at  the  end 
said  the  president  is  a  deeply  of  time.  The  nations  will  be 
religious  man.  Jesus  Christ  was  his  inheritance  as  all  mankind 
an  absolute  pacifist.  How  does  bows  to  his  authority.  The 
the  president  square  his  mili-  drama  of  history  marches  on 
tarism  with  Jesus' pacifism?"  to  bring  to  fulfillment  all 
Several  of  his  colleagues  Christ  accomplished  in  his 
erupted  in  protest.  "No,  he  was-  life,  death  ana  resurrection, 
n't/  one  reporter  shouted.  Jesus  achieved  his  goal 
Another  sought  to  educate  foe  through  unconventional  war.  He 
uninformed.  "How  about  the  came  not  to  battle  foe  visible 
time  at  the  temple  with  a  whip,  pawns  of  power  —  foe  govem- 
where  he  beat  those  money-  mental  leaders  and  tyrants  of  his 
changers?  Does  that  sound  like  time  or  ours  —  but  foe  invisible 
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Robinson:  evangelism  root  of  spiritual  gifts 


GARLAND,  Texas  (BP)  —  on  i 
Although  evangelism  is  spir 
sometimes  thought  to  be  a  assij 
spiritual  gift,  it  actually  \ 
underlies  every  spiritual 
gift  that  God  bestows  on  * 
a  person,  notes  Southern 
Baptist  evangelism  II  f  ' , 
leader  and  biblical  schol-  H  j  “f.v 
ar  Darrell  W.  Robinson.  ’<  ft-  *  ^ 
Every  spiritual  gift  —  '  '< 


Obedience 

In  the  book,  Robinson  tells 
the  story  of  a  church  member 
named  Jean,  whose  pastor 
asked  her  to  start  a  mmistry 
to  senior  adults  and  home- 
bound  persons. 

Jean  responded,  "I  am  not  a 
leader!  I  do  not  have  that 

fift."  The  pastor  replied,  "I 
elieve  you  can  do  it  and  I 
will  help  you.  This  is  a  real 
need  withm  our  church." 

The  pastor  kept  his  word, 
and  Jean's  program  became  a 
flourishing  ministry.  Jean 
found  herself  using  gifts  she 
did  not  know  she  possessed: 
administration  and  leadership, 
mercy,  giving,  hospitality, 
exhortation,  and  teaching  to 
meet  the  needs  she  observed. 

Jean  discovered  multiple 
gifts  by  seeing  a  need  and 
obeying  Christ  to  help  meet 
it.  ^'Obedience  is  the  key," 
Robinson  writes.  "To  simply 
step  out  in  faith  and  be  avail- 
"spiritual  gift  inventory"  or  able  and  obey  Christ  was  the 
"spiritual  gift  assessment"  to  critical  factor." 
help  identify  the  gift  or  gifts 
God  has  given  them,  so  that  Excesses 

they  can  adequately  serve  Today's  elevated  emphasis 
other  members  of  the  body  of  on  "sign  gifts"  has  led  to  many 
Christ,  he  recounts.  "These  excesses,  misunderstandings 
sometimes  lead  to  abuse  and  even  rejection  of  the  idea 
when  people  overemphasize  of  spiritual  gifts  by  some, 
their  gift  or  refuse  to  meet  a  Robinson  writes, 

need  because  they  don't  have  the  term  'spiritual  gifts'  is 

a  particular  gift,"  he  notes,  used,  many  think  of  the 

"That  approach  then  becomes  excesses  they  have  observed 
a  barrier  to  what  God  wants  through  the  emphasis  on  sign 
to  do  through  us."  gifts.  Others  are  caught  up  in 

Robinson,  a  former  pastor  the  desire  for  sensational 
of  churches  in  Texas,  Kansas,  experiences, 
and  Alabama  and  formerly  an  utilization  of  spiritual  gifts 
executive  with  the  Home  our  ordinary,  ever 

Mission  Board  of  the  has  been  neglected.' 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  Regarding  the 
(now  .  North  American  experience  of  i 
Mission  Board),  serves  as  (speaking  in  unknown 

E resident  of  Total  Church  Life  tongues),  Robinson  contends 
linistries,  Inc.,  and  is  on  the  that  the  legitimate  gift  of 
staff  of  Roswell  Street  Church  tongues,  mentioned  in  the 
in  Marietta,  Ga.  Book  of  Acts,  provides  the 

ability  to  speak  and  communi- 
^  ;  I  cate  the  gospel  in  another  lan- 

agt-'.l  guage.  The  interpretation  of 
^  |  tongues  is  the  ability  to 

-SViAOr  and  tiifccher  Adrian  I  understand  a  language  and 


bring  a  person  to  Christ 
occurs,  Goa  gives  that  ability." 

The  apostle  Paul  wrote  tne 
Corinthians  not  to  teach  the 
practice  of  tongues  but  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  Corinthian  church's 
perversion  of  the  true  biblical 
gift  of  tongues,  ’Robinson 
writes.  In  1  Corinthians  14 
Paul  taught  these  believers  to 
"be  zealous  for  gifts  that  edify 
the  church." 

Believers  who  elevate  the 
tongues  experience  to  being 
"The  Gift"  and  contend  that 
those  who  do  not  participate 
are  spiritually  inferior,  act  in 
a  way  that  does  not  build  up 
the  body  of  Christ,  Robinson 
points  out. 

"Those  who  speak  in 
tongues  are  not  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  a  force  outside  of  them¬ 
selves.  They  are  responsible 
for  their  behavior,"  he  writes. 
"They  can  control  what  they 
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do  and  say,  and  they  are 
lenever  .  accountable  for  it.  Anything 
done  in  church  should  be 
orderly  and  done  for  the 
building  up  of  the  body." 

Source  of  all  gifts 

Without  questionnaires  or 
itly  the  assessment  materials, 

i  in  Robinson's  book  examines 
y  lives  each  of  the  spiritual  gifts  list¬ 
ed  in  the  New  Testament  and 
spiritual  'demonstrates  that  through 
glossolalia  Christ  believers  have  tne 
potential  to  possess  any  gift 
the  church  needs. 

Christ,  the  source  of  all 
the  gifts,  surfaces  whatever  is 
necessary  for  a  person  to  ful¬ 
fill  his  will  through  that  per¬ 
son,  Robinson  writes. 

Incredibly  Gifted,  with 
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A1  Mohler,  a  33-year-old  Baptist  newspaper  editor  from  Atlanta, 
will  be  recommended  as  president  of  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  according  to  the  seminary's  presidential  search  commit¬ 
tee.  Four  of  Southern's  presidents  were  in  their  30s  when  elected. 


Overseas  churches  related  to  Southern  Baptist  mission  work  bap¬ 
tized  140,844  believers  in  1982,  nearly  11%  more  than  the  previous 
year.  The  people  of  Brazil,  completing  their  first  century  of  Baptist 
work,  accounted  to  a  third  of  those  baptisms. 


According  to  an  announcement  made  by  the  State  Sunday  School 
Department  1,074,  or  65.3%,  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  Mississippi  held 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  in  1952,  with  upwards  of  104,000  pupils  enrolled. 
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House  moves 
cloning  ban 
legislation 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
Judiciary  Committee  of  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  has 
forwarded  legislation  prohibit¬ 
ing  all  cloning  of  human  beings 
to  the  full  legislative  body. 

The  committee  voted  19-12 
Feb.  1 2  for  the  Human  Cloning 
Prohibition  Act,  H.R.  534.  The 
measure  will  move  to  the  floor, 
where  it  is  expected  to  be  taken 
up  when  the  House  reconvenes 
Feb.  25  after  the  President's 
Day  recess. 

It  is  highly  likely  the 
House  will  easily  approve  the 
bill.  In  the  last  congressional 
session,  representatives 
passed  a  similar  proposal  by 
more  than  100  votes.  Its 
future  in  the  Senate  is  much 
more  doubtful.  The  Senate 
failed  to  act  on  the  House- 
approved  measure  last  time. 

Opponents  of  cloning  for 
both  reproductive  and  research 
purposes  hailed  the  action. 

The  committee  rejected 

attempts  to  amend  the  bill  to 
permit  the  cloning  of  human 
embryos  in  order  to  do 
research.  Using  the  embryos 
for  research  results  in  their 
destruction.  Some  members  of 
Congress  support  a  ban  only 
on  cloning  that  results  in  the 
birth  of  a  child. 

President  Bush  called  in  his 
State  of  the  Union  address  for 
Congress  to  pass  a  compre¬ 
hensive  ban  on  cloning,  saying 
"no  human  life  should  De  start¬ 
ed  or  ended  as  the  object  of  an 
experiment." 

Reps.  Dave  Weldon,  R.-Fla., 
and  Bart  Stupak,  D.-Mich.,  are 
the  lead  House  sponsors  of  the 
comprehensive  ban.  Sens.  Sam 
Brownback,  R.-Kan.,  and  Mary 
Landrieu,  D.-La.,  are  sponsoring 
similar  legislation  in  the  Senate. 


Revival  noted  in  movie's  companion  book 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)~In  the  fall 
and  winter  of  1863-64,  a  "great  revival" 
took  place  among  the  Confederate  and 
Union  forces,  ana  tens  of  thousands  of 
soldiers  were  converted. 

In  a  war  in  which  620,000  died,  men 
were  seeking  the  solace  of  God  in 
numbers  and  chapels 
couldn’t  hold  the  soldiers 
who  wanted  to  get  in. 

Volumes  have  been  writ¬ 
ten  about  the  violent  Civil 
War  battles  within  the  divid¬ 
ed  nation,  but  the  devout 
faith  of  men  on  both  sides  of 
the  North /South  conflict 
has  rarely  been  chronicled. 

Now  readers  and  audi¬ 
ences  can  discover  the  reli- 
ious  beliefs  of  those  who 
ought  on  both  sides  of 
Civil  War  in  a  new 
Broadhjan  &  Holman  book, 

Faith  in  God  and  Generals: 

An  Anthology  of  Faith, 

Hope,  and  Love  in  the 
American  Civil  War. 

The  book  was 
Jan.  31  and  serves  as  a  com¬ 
panion  resource  to  a  major 
motion  picture,  Gods  and 
Generals,  set  to  open  on 
Feb.  21  and  starring- Robert 
Duvall,  Jeff  Daniels,  and 
Mira  Sorvino. 

Faith  in  God 

Generals,  compiled  by _ 

Baehr,  Movieguide  founder /publisher, 
and  Susan  Wales,  author,  speaker,  produc¬ 
er,  and  radio  personality,  contains  writings 
and  photos  focusing  on  the  lives  of  such 
Civil  War  heroes  as  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Thomas  "Stonewall"  Jackson,  Clara  Barton, 

and  Frederick  Douglas. 

Much  of  the  information  in  the  book 
was  compiled  through  letters  and  diary 
entries  of  people  wno  lived  during  the 
Civil  War  and  from  articles  written  by  his¬ 
tory  experts,  Baehr  said. 

The  book  also  includes  photographs 
from  the  set  of  the  film  and  excerpts  from 
its  script.  Ron  Maxwell,  director  of  the  1993 
film  Gettysburg,  also  directs  Gods  and 
Generals.  Set  in  an  era  that  predates  the 
July  1863  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  the  book 
and  movie  document  a  nation  divided, 
beginning  in  1861  and  climaxing  with  the 


May  1-3, 1863,  Battle  of  Chancellors ville  in 
which  Thomas  "Stonewall"  Jackson  was 
killed  by  friendly  fire. 

In  compiling  the  book,  Wales  said  she 
gained  "an  appreciation  for  these  great 
men  and  women  who  lived  before  us  and 
strove  to  make  our  world  a  better  place. 


Wales  said  she  believes  God’s  will  is 
revealed  in  historical  stages.  "Sometimes 
we  just  understand  a  little  oit  of  God's  will 
at  a  time,"  she  said.  "Apparently  the.  fight 
had  to  be  fought  and  tne  blood  had  to  De 
shed  for  the  slaves  to  be  freed,  just  as 
Christ's  blood  had  to  be  shed  on  tne  cross 
for  our  spiritual  freedom. 

"Ultimately  God's  will 
was  done,  ana  the  hope  that 


"I  pray  we  can  do  the  same  for  our  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  generations  to  come,  by  learn¬ 
ing  from  their  mistakes  and  their  successes 
as  we  make  choices  and  decisions  for  our 
country,  our  businesses,  and  in  our  own 
personal  lives,"  she  said. 

Many  of  those  fighting  for  both  the 
Union  and  Confederacy  were  devoutly 
faithful  people  who  trusted  Jesus  Christ, 
Wales  said.  People  on  both  sides  prayed  for 
God  to  bless  their  cause  but  ultimately, 
God’s  own  purposes  prevailed. 

In  fact,  tne  book  quotes  a  bewildered 
Abraham  Lincoln,  wno  wonders  whose 
side  God  is  on,  crying  out:  "We,  on  our 
side,  are  praying  him  to  give  us  victory, 
because  we  believe  we  are  right;  but 
those  on  the  other  side  pray  him,  too,  for 
victory,  believing  they  are  right.  What 
must  ne  think  of  us?" 


Christ's  power  brought  out 
of  this  suffering  was  that 
slavery  was  ultimately  abol¬ 
ished,  she  added.  "This 
was  also  the  beginning  of  a 
journey  to  make  all  men 
equal  and  endow  them  with 
the  same  rights." 

Both  the  book  and  the 
movie  juxtapose  the 
tragedy  of  lost  dreams  and 
brutal  battles  —  when 
friends  and  family  mem¬ 
bers  often  fought  against 
each  other  —  with  the 
impressive  faith  and  patri¬ 
otism  of  those  who  hoped 
to  build  a  better  world 
through  the  struggle, 
Baehr  said. 

"We  tried  to  present  his¬ 
tory  as  accurately  as  possi¬ 
ble,"  he  said.  "This  is  pretty 
strong  stuff.  But  I  hope 
people  will  see  how  impor¬ 
tant  faith  was  to  those  who 
have  gone  before  them  and 
think  how  about  important  faith  is 
today." 

The  faith  of  those  who  fought  on  both 
sides  of  the  conflict  is  a  great  example  to 
Americans  today  during  a  time  when 
fewer  people  stick  to  deeply  held  convic¬ 
tions,  Wales  said. 

"They  were  confident  of  eternal  life 
and  a  better  place  and  looked  forward  to 
their  death  despite  the  outcome  of  the 
war,"  she  said.  "The 
for  what 

wrong,  and  trusted  that  they 
their  answers  in  heaven." 

Broadman  &  Holman  is  the  trade  book 
division  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Faith  in  God  and  Generals  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  at  LifeWay  Christian  Stores  and 
online  at  www.lifewaystores.com. 


l  aespite  tne  outcome  or  tne 
aid.  "They  were  willing  to  die 
they  believed  in,  right  or 
d  trusted  that  they  would  find 


Critic  /author  urges  support  for  motion  picture 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  promi¬ 
nent  Christian  media  critic  is 
urging  evangelicals  to 
support  Gods  and 
General,  a  new  Civil 
War  movie  which  opens 
in  theaters  across  the 
country  on  February  21. 

"The  entire  future  of 
this  incredible,  faith- 
filled  movie  rests  on  how 
well  it  does  in  the  first 
few  weeks  and,  indeed, 
the  very  first  weekend  at 
the  box  office,"  Ted  Baehr  told 
those  attending  a  screening  of  the 
movie  in  Atlanta  in  January. 

Baher,  chairman  or  the 
Christian  Film  and  Television 
Commission,  writes  a  syndicat¬ 
ed  column  about  entertainment 
based  on  biblical  values.  He  is 
also  the  coauthor  of  a  book  about 
the  film,  titled  Faith  in  God  and 
Generals,  published  by  the 
Broadman  &  Holman  division  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 


"This  epic  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures/Ted  Turner  Pictures 
release  is  filled  with  the 
passion,  drama,  life 
and  death  of  our 
nation's  darkest  hour, 
wonderfully  acted  by 
Hollywood  s  finest  tal¬ 
ent,”  Baehr  said.  "Most 
importantly,  it  captures 
the  triumph  of  faith 
and  love  in  the  midst  of 
tragedy  —  a  message 
we  need  to  hear  as  tne 
world  continues  to  struggle 
with  war  and  division." 

Based  on  a  novel  by  the 
same  title  by  Jeff  Shaara,  Gods 
and  Generals  begins  in  early 
1861  and  continues  througn 
1863,  climaxing  with  the  Battle 
of  Chancellorsville. 

It  is  actually  a  prequel  to  the 
1993  film  Gettysburg,  featuring 
much  of  the  same  cast  and 
intended  to  be  the  first  film  in  a 
trilogy  of  which  Gettysburg 


would  be  the  second  and  The 
Last  Full  Measure,  covering  the 
last  two  years  of  the  war, 
would  be  tne  finale. 

The  film’s  $60  million  pro¬ 
duction  budget  was  four  times 
larger  than  tne  budget  for  the 
Gettysburg  film.  Much  of  Gods 
and  Generals  was  shot  on  loca¬ 
tion  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
West  Virginia,  with  158  speak¬ 
ing  roles  and  thousands  of 
Civil  War  re-enactors. . 

The  film  largely  focuses  on 
Confederate  General  "Stone¬ 
wall"  Jackson,  portrayed  by 
Stephen  Lang  (who  played 
General  Picket  in  the  movie 
Gettysburg)  and  Confederate 
General  Robert  E.  Lee,  played 
by  Robert  Duvall.  The  strong 
Christian  faith  of  both  men  is 
unapologetically  portrayed  in 
the  film. 

Although  not  many  profes¬ 
sional  critics  have  yet  pub¬ 
lished  reviews  of  Gods  and 


Generals,  postings  on  various 
movie  ana  Civil  War  websites 
run  the  gamut,  with  some 
describing  the  movie  as  too 
long  (three-and-a-half  hours) 
ana  inaccurate,  while  others 
praise  it  as  "the  surprise  movie 
of  the  year  ...a  must  see." 

Many  of  those  attending  the 
Atlanta  screening  appreciated 
the  accurate  representation  of 
the  strong  faith  of  those  on 
both  sides  of  the  war  and  its 
faithfulness  to  the  Shaara 
book.  Most  agreed  the  film 
was  long,  but  several  who  had 
read  Shaara's  books  felt  the 
length  was  not  a  negative. 

Tne  film  is  rated  PG-13  due 
to  sustained  battle  sequences. 
Additional  information  about 
the  movie,  its  writer /produc¬ 
er/director  Ron  Maxwell, 
(who  also  directed  Gettysburg) 
and  trailers  of  the  film  are 
available  at  the  film’s  website, 
www.godsandgenerals.com. 
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Important  Questions 


Questions  are  an  important 
part  of  life.  Each  day  is  filled 
with  questions  that  we  may  be 
asking  of  ourselves,  or  ques¬ 
tions  we  are  being  askea,  or 
questions  we  are  asking  others. 
Early  on  in  the  educational 
process  we  learn  about  ques¬ 
tions.  At  that  time,  we  are 
taught  that  they  are  actually 
interrogatives  or  tools  that  are 
used  to  gain  information  for 
understanding. 

A  couple  of  years  ago,  I 
wrote  an  article  in  Directions 
about  the  most  asked  ques¬ 
tion  of  our  day.  At  that  time 
you  could  hardly  go  an  hour 
or  so  without  saying  it  or 
hearing  someone  say  it.  It 
was  a  question  that  was  made 
into  commercials  and  was 
used  for  comedy  skits.  It  was 
a  question  that  grew  out  of 
the  use  of  cell  phones  and  the 
aggravating  intermittent  dis¬ 
ruptions  mat  would  take 
place.  The  question  simply 
asked,  "Can  you  hear  me 
now?"  I  do  think  that  the  cell 
phone  folks  have  made 
improvements  in  this  area, 
but  it  is  still  a  distinct  possi¬ 
bility  that  you  can  be  driving 
along,  or  standing  still  for 
that  matter,  and  for  whatever 
reason  the  signal  will  drop 
off.  You  quickly  find  that  you 
are  talking  to  yourself,  or 
speaking  in  "Garble-eeze," 
and  whatever  you  are  talking 
about  is  put  on  hold  while 
you  try  to  open  the  communi¬ 
cation  patnways  by  ask- 
ing,"Can  you  hear  me  now?" 

I  believe  now  that  there  is  a 
replacement  for  that  most 
asked  question  in  our  land.  If  it 
has  not  replaced,  "Can  you 
hear  me  now?"  it  is  certainly 
running  a  close  second  ana 
probably  in  time  will  overtake 
first  place.  I  hear  it  almost 
every  time  I  make  a  phone  call 
and  by  the  same  token,  I  ask  it 
a  dozen  times  a  day.  The  ques¬ 
tion,  again,  has  been  brought 
on  by  the  use  of  portable, 
mobile,  traveling  cell  phones.  I 
do  not  want  to  keep  you  in  sus¬ 
pense,  so  here  it  is  —  the  soon 
to  be  Number  One  question 
asked  all  across  America  — 


‘ Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


"Where  are  you?"  Or,  as  the 
southern  version  usually  goes, 
"Where  are  you  at?" 

Many  years  ago,  when  typi¬ 
cally  there  used  to  be  one  phone 
per  household,  and  maybe  one 
or  two  phones  in  a  business,  we 
had  some  visual  image  when  we 
called  someone.  We  could  gener¬ 
ally  visualize  where  they  were 
and  their  surroundings.  But,  that 
day  is  long  gone!  These  days, 
when  you  return  a  phone  call  to 
someone's  cell  phone,  you  may 
be  talking  to  them  while  they  are 
in  an  airport,  restaurant,  rodeo, 
or  a  wrestling  match.  The  party 
you  are  talking  to  could  be  five 
states  away  or  in  the  car  sitting 
behind  you.  Just  in  the  past  few 
days,  I  have  returned  some 
phone  calls  where  I  have  asked, 
’'Where  are  you?"  and  in 
response  I've  heard,  "Well,  you 
wouldn't  believe  it  but  I  am  sit¬ 
ting  in  Great  Falls,  Montana"  or 
"I'm  walking  down  the  street  in 
downtown  New  York  City."  Still 
another  response  was,  "I  just 
passed  you  on  the  highway." 

We've  all  had  similar  experi¬ 
ences,  but  let  me  get  on  to  the 
point  that  I  want  to  make. 
These  two  questions:  "Can  you 
hear  me  now?"  and  "Where  are 
you?"  may  be  two  of  the  most 
important  questions  that  have 
ever  been  asked  in  history.  In 
fact,  you  can  document  in 
Scripture  where  they  are  vitally 
important  because  in  the  very 
opening  chapters  of  the  Word 
you  will  find  them  either 
implied  or  spoken. 

Let's  think  about  the  first 
question  —  "Can  you  hear  me 
now?"  God  wanted  to  live 
with  an  open  communication 
with  His  cnildren.  He  wanted 
them  to  hear  His  plans.  His 
dreams,  and  His  aesires  for 
their  lives,  but  the  communi¬ 
cation  became  garbled.  It 


became  garbled  not  by  God 
but  by  tne  interference  that 
came  from  us.  Sin  distorts  our 
hearing  and  either  we  do  not 
hear  or  we  do  not  want  to 
hear.  We  turned  a  deaf  ear 
after  sin  came  in  the  garden. 
In  the  cool  of  the  day  tne  Lord 
came  and  said,  "Adam... 
Adam."  For  however  long 
Adam  and  Eve  had  lived  in 
the  Garden  of  Eden  in  inno¬ 
cence  and  love,  and  in  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God  and  com¬ 
munication  with  the  Creator, 
things  now  had  radically 
changed!  Both  Adam  and  Eve 
had  disobeyed  God  and  it 
wasn't  the  piece  of  food  that 
ruined  them  —  it  was  their 
disobedient  hearts  that  had 
affected  their  hearing  and 
they  did  not  want  to  listen  to 
God. 

We  know  that  the  Scriptures 
say  they  were  hiding  from  the 
Lord.  Perhaps  a  better  way  of 
looking  at  it  is  to  recognize  the 
foolishness  of  trying  to  rude  from 
God.  How  many  times,  through 
the  Scriptures,  does  God  say, 
"Listen.  Hear  the  Word  of  the 
Lord.  He  that  has  ears  to  hear,  let 
him  hear."  That  is  God  saying, 
"Can  you  hear  me  now?" 

Now  let's  look  at  the  sec¬ 
ond  question  —  "Where  are 
you?'  That  is  even  more 
probing.  Literally,  God  said  to 
Adam  in  the  garden,  "Where 
are  you  Adam?"  At  first 
glance,  we  might  think  that 
God  was  trying  to  discover 
where  Adam  actually  was, 
but  God  did  not  ask  this 
question  to  find  out  informa¬ 
tion  or  a  location.  God  asked 
this  question  so  that  Adam 
would  see  where  Adam  was. 
Do  you  realize  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  and  what  God  was  try¬ 
ing  to  show  Adam  when  He 
asked,  "Where  are  you. 


Adam?"  The  reality  was  that 
Adam  was  separated  from 
God.  Adam  was  separated 
from  the  relationship  he  had 
known  with  his  mate.  Adam 
was  separated  even  from 
himself.  At  that  point,  Adam 
was  a  different  person  in  his 
relationship  witn  God  for  sin 
had  come  and  separated  him. 
He  was  different  in  his  rela¬ 
tionship  with  others  because 
sin  haa  come  and  warped  the 
sweet  relationship  that  he 
and  Eve  had  shared  with  each 
other.  He  was  even  different 
in  his  relationship  with  him¬ 
self  because  the  joy  of  being 
who  he  was  had  been 
changed  and  the  delight  of 
working  and  being  had  been 
altered.  The  Garden  of  Eden 
became  "Paradise  Lost." 

What  if  God  came  to  you 
today  and  asked,  "Where  are 
you?"  What  would  you  say? 
Where  are  you  in  relationship  to 
Gou?  Where  are  you  in  relation¬ 
ships  with  others?  Where  are 
you  in  relationship  to  yourself 
and  the  Godly  potential  mat  was 
entrusted  to  you?  It  is  a  God¬ 
probing  kind  of  question,  but  it 
doesn't  end  in  iust  our  answer. 
We  know,  like  Adam,  we  slither 
off  to  a  comer  of  life,  hiding  and 
trying  to  sow  our  fig  leaves  of 
righteousness  in  order  to  cover 
ourselves  up  and  God  knows 
that  that  isn't  going  to  help.  But, 
as  we  get  our  answers,  God  pro¬ 
vides  His  answer  as  He  sends  a 
redeemer,  a  restorer,  a  direction¬ 
finder,  a  life-giver  named  Jesus. 
God  knows  where  we  are  and  He 
sends  Jesus  who  says,  "I  am  the 
way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,"  and 
He  points  us  to  the  pathway  that 
leads  to  God. 

Wherever  you  are,  it  may  not 
be  where  you  want  to  be. 
Wherever  you  are,  may  not  be 
where  God  wants  you  to  be. 
But,  from  wherever  you  are,  this 
very  day  you  can  turn  to  God 
and  find  your  way  home.  At 
this  very  moment  you  may  hear 
the  questions  to  your  heart, 
"Can  you  hear  me  now?"  and 
"Where  are  you?"  and  you  may 
respond  by  saying,  "Lord,  I  do 
hear  you  and  although  I'm  in  a 
mess,  I  turn  to  you  and  trust  you 
today  to  take  charge  of  my  life 
and  lead  me  home. 


Wellness  walk  charted  for  SBC  Phoenix  meeting 
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DALLAS  (BP)  —  A  Run  for 
the  Son  walk  for  wellness  will 
be  sponsored  by  the  Annuity 
Board  (AB)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  June 
17  during  the  2003  SBC  annual 
meeting  m  Phoenix. 

The  Run  for  the  Son,  slated 
to  begin  at  6:30  a.m.,  will  fol¬ 
low  a  one-mile  course  around 
the  Phoenix  Civic  Plaza. 
Participation  will  be  limited 
to  750  walkers. 

The  first  500  registered 
walkers  will  receive  a  free 
Run  for  the  Son  T-shirt. 
Healthy  refreshments  will  be 
served  to  all  participants  at 
the  end  of  the  walk. 

"The  purpose  of  the  Run  for 
the  Son  walk  is  to  demonstrate 
the  Annuity  Board  s  ongoing 


commitment  to  wellness,"  said 
AB  President  O.S.  Hawkins. 
"We  want  Southern  Baptists  to 
see  us  as  walk¬ 
ing  advocates 
for  wellness." 

In  2002,  the 
AB  began  a  pilot 
wellness  pro- 

f  am  with  the 
ennessee 
Baptist 
Convention 
(TBC).  Over  the 
past  year,  AB 
and  TBC  em¬ 
ployees  have 


In  support  of  the  wellness 
initiative,  the  companies  that 
provide  services  for  the 
Annuity  Board's 
life  and  health 


products  are  co¬ 
sponsoring  the 
walk.  The  four 


participated  in  several  activities 
designed  to  educate  and  pro¬ 
mote  a  healthy  lifestyle.  Several 
other  state  conventions  will  be 
joining  the  program  in  2003. 


companies  pro¬ 
viding  financial 
support  are  the 
Principal 
Financial 
Group,  Unum 
Life  Insurance 
Company  of 
America,  Medco 


Health  Solutions,  -and  Fortis 
Benefits  Insurance  Company. 

"With  medical  costs  consis¬ 
tently  on  the  rise  over  the  last 
several  years,  .  the  Annuity 


Board  is  encouraging  its 
employees  ,  and  Southern 
Baptists  across  the  country  to 
take  more  responsibility  for 
their  own  health,"  said  Doug 
Day,  executive  officer  of  benefit 
services  at  the  SBC  entity. 

"Americans  have  to  get  out 
of  the  mindset  that  somebody 
else  should  be  responsible  for 
their  medical  expenses.  By  liv¬ 
ing  a  healthy  lifestyle  and  mak¬ 
ing  informed  choices,  each  of  us 
can  make  an  impact,"  Day  said. 

Anyone  interested  in  partic¬ 
ipating  in  the  Run  for  tne  Son 
walk  for  wellness  should  con¬ 
tact  AB  at  (800)  262-0511,  or  bv 
e-mail  at  webmaster® 
absbc.org.  Registration  forms 
for  the  walk  will  be  available 
in  March. 
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West  Ripley  Church,  Ripley,  The  Benton-Tippah 

ordained  Jim  Walker,  Dale  Hall,  Associational  ESL  classes 
and  David  Shelton  on  Jan.  12.  enjoyed  a  Christmas  Party  on 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Bill  Baker,  Dec.  10.  Mary  Ann  Janes, 
pastor.  Walker,  Hall,  and  Shelton.  Harmony  Church,  led  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  singing  Christmas 
Twin  Lakes  Church,  Walls,  songs.  Ruben  Raquel, 
recently  installed  two  new  dea-  Springdale  Church,  lead  the 
cons,  Curtis  McCulloch  and  John  entire  group  in  carols. 

Edmonds.  Pictured  (from  left) 

are  McCulloch  and  Edmonds.  Gene  Foshee  has  retired 
Willard  K.  Crawley  is  pastor.  after  39  years  from  pastoral 

work.  He  served  Cumberland 

■  Church,  Maben,  along  with 

churches  in  Alaska  and 
Masschusetts.  Foshee  is. avail¬ 
able  for  supply  and  interim 
work.  He  is  making  his  home 
in  Southaven  and  can  be 
reached  at  (662)  280-3590. 

Moselle  Memorial  Church, 
Moselle,  ordained  Scott 
Mangum  on  Dec.  29.  He  cur¬ 
rently  serves  as  pastor  at  Sardis 
Church,  Morton.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Mangum's  wife 
Christy,  Mangum,  Tommy 
Mangum,  and  Daniel  Caldwell. 

Harmony  Church,  Walnut, 

ordained  five  men  on  Aug.  25. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Wade 
Wooley,  Norris  Cutberth,  Larry 
Gunn,  Bret  Wooley,  ana 
Tommy  Hopkins.  Brian  Tatum 
is  pastor. 

The  Toni  Myers  Women  on 
Missions  WMU  Group  of  First 
Church,  Sumner,  celebrated 
their  50th  birthday  in  October. 
Myers  is  the  wife  of  former  pas¬ 
tor  Lewis  Myers:  The  Myers 
served  as  missionaries  to 
Vietnam  and  Cambodia. 


Christy  &  Scott  Mangum,  Tommy  Mangum  &  Daniel  Caldwell 


Toni  Myers  WMU  of  First  Church,  Sumner 


Harmony  Church  Deacon  Ordination,  Walnut 


New  Generation,  Kennedy 
Church,  ‘  Magee,  will  perform 
at  Trinity  Church,  Pearl,  on  Feb. 
23  at  6  p.m.  A  love  offering  will 
be  taken. 


West  Ripley  Deacon  Ordination,  Ripley 


Flowood  Church,  Flowood, 
ladies  annual  prayer  retreat  will 
be  held  Feb.  28-March  1  at  Camp 
Garaywa,  Clinton.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  992-6464. 


Benton-Tippah  Associational  ESL  Christmas  Party 
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T  non  traditional 

MfiSTRES 

Handmade  gifts  you  make  and  give  to 
others  that  touch  the  heart . 

7o  learn  more  visit  our  website  at: 


Twin  Lakes  Deacon  Ordination,  Walls 


LifeWay  has  the  solution— a  15-passenger 
lini-bus  that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  and  steeples. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 


BAPTISTS 


Carpenter  Run  Kalea,  Inc. 

Notien'i  II  Chunk  Bus  Dmler 


Thitai'ARY  20,  20<I3 


Tm  Baptist  Rfcord 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


February  20,  2003 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Preaching  & 
Worship 
Conference 


Featured  Presenters: 
Way  Ion  Bailey  &  Bill  Clark 

For  more  info,  call  the  Pastor/Leadership  Development 
Department  at  1  (800)748- 1 65 1  or 
in  Jackson,  (601)292-3305, 
or  E-mail  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org 


tProfessiomf 
IPrescfiooC/CfuCcfrents 
Ministers  Retreat 

May  1-2, 2003 

Patterson  Place,  Camp  Garaywa 
Clinton 


// 


n 


Together  Everyone 
Accomplishes  More' 

Program  Leaders: 

Steve  Stone 
Silva  Deloach 

Registration:  $20 

Bring  the  key  leaders  of  your  preschooll children's 
ministry  team. 

For  more  info,  call  Don  Hicks  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800  in  Jackson. 


GULFSHORE  SEEKING  SUMMER  EMPLOYEES 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  is  accepting  applications  for  employment  for  the  2003  summer  staff, 
according  to  Frank  Simmons,  assembly  manager. 

College  age  applicants  who  are  interested  are  encouraged  to  consider  this  avenue  of  ministry  and 
service.  The  assembly  begins  its  summer  program  May  10,  2003,  and  continues  until  August  9, 
2003.  The  Gulfshore  schedule  features  Senior  Adult,  Single,  Youth,  Music,  Family  and  Adult 
Leadership  Conferences.  It  is  hoped  that  2003  attendance  will  be  the  largest  ever  for  Gulfshore. 

Available  positions  include  food  services,  Red  Cross  trained  lifeguards,  housekeeping,  registration 
and  office,  first  aid,  and  grounds  and  maintenance. 

The  assembly  provides  an  interesting  program  of  activities  for  the  staff;  and  they  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  for  service  as  well  as  personal  spiritual  growth  and  development.  It  provides  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  meet  people  from  various  places  in  Mississippi  and  to  develop  meaningful  and  per¬ 
sonal  friendships  with  these  people. 

Interested  college  age  students  are  encouraged  to  meet  with  Simmons  February  24  through  March 
13  on  various  college  campuses  across  Mississippi,  where  he  will  be  interviewing  prospective 
employees.  The  recruiting  schedule  is  as  follows: 


Monday 

(Feb.  24) 

East  Central  Comm.  College  BSU 

Miss.  College  -  Rogers  Student  Center  > 

10:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 

2-6  p.m. 

Tuesday 

(Feb.  25) 

Hinds  Comm.  College  BSU  Center 

Co-Lin  Comm.  College  BSU  Center 
Southwest  Miss.  Comm.  College  BSU  Center 

10  a.m.-noon. 
1:30-3:30  p.m. 
4-5:30  p.m. 

Wednesday 

(Feb.  26) 

Jones  County  Junior  College  BSU  Center 
Meridian  Comm.  College 

10  a.m.-l  p.m. 
2:30-4:30  p.m. 

Thursday 

(Feb.  27) 

WM  Carey  College  -  Crawford  Hall  BSU 
University  of  Southern  Miss.  BSU  Center 

10  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 

1-4  p.m. 

Monday 

(Mar.  3) 

Miss.  Delta  Comm.  College  BSU 

Delta  State  BSU  Center 

11  a.m.-l  :30  p.m. 
2:30-5  p.m. 

Tuesday 

(Mar.  4) 

Northwest  Miss.  Comm.  College  Student  Union 
Blue  Mountain  College  BSU  Center 

11  a.m.-l  p.m. 
2:30  p.m.-4:30  p.m. 

Wednesday 

(Mar.  5) 

Miss.  State  University  BSU  Center 

11  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Thursday 

(Mar.  6) 

Northeast  Miss.  Comm.  College  BSU 

Ole  Miss  BSU  Center 

10:30  a.m.-l  :30  p.m. 

3-5  p.m. 

Tuesday 

(Mar.  11) 

GCCC  -  Jackson  County  Campus 

11  a.m.-l  p.m. 

Wednesday 

(Mar.  12) 

GCCC-  Jeff  Davis  BSU  Center 

11  a.m.-l  :30  p.m. 

Thursday 

(Mar.  13) 

Pearl  River  Comm.  College  BSU 

10:30  a.m.-l  p.m. 

For  additional  information  about  an  interview,  contact  Frank  Simmons  at  Gulfshore,  228-452-7261 
or  e-mail  fsimmons@mbcb.org  or  contact  the  BSU  director  on  the  college  campus  in  your  respec¬ 
tive  area  of  the  state. 

For  a  staff  application  and  other  information  write  to  Summer  Employment,  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly,  100  First  St.,  Pass  Christian,  MS,  39571-3299  or  visit  the  website  www.mbcb.org 


Unique  p - 

— ►  Stand  out  0 
from  the  crowd* 

The  Christian  Performing  Arts  Festival 
is  designed  with  you  in  mind. 


im 

(  '“N 


•  Drama 

•  Clowning  ^ 
.Puppets 

•  Church  ^ 
Recreation 

Youth  Ministry  - 
•  Media  - ' 
•  Missions 


.Missions 

FEBRUARY  21  -22, 2003  Perform 

RIDGECREST  BC,  MADISON  2-30  Creative  Wo 

^  3:30  Closing  Time/I 

It’s  not  too  late  to  come!  You  can  register  at  the  door. 


Friday,  February  21 

5:45  p.m.  Registration 

6:30  Announcements 

(in  the  auditorium) 
7:00  Session  1 

8:1 5  Session  2 

925  Creative  Worshio 

Saturday,  February  22 

8:00  a.m.  Announcements 
(in  the  auditorium) 
8:45  Session  3 

1 0:00  Break  with 

refreshments 
1 020  Session  4 

1 1 :40  Lunch  and  Open 

Performance 
1 25  p.m.  Session  5 

220  Creative  Worship 

320  Closing  Time/Home 


CPAF  Registration  Form 

February  21-22,  2003  •  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

Cost:  $30 

Leader  of  groups  of  10  or  more  get  in  free. 


_  ,  .  ....  Participant/contact  person’s  name 

For  more  info,  call  Harvey  Addre£s 

Ellis,  Discipleship  and  church _ 

Family  Ministry  #  Adults  attending _ +  *  Youth  al 

1  -800-748-1 651 , 

601  -292-3286  or  e-mail 

hgellis@mbcb.org.  Type  of  Group  _  Drama  _Puf 


E-mail 


_ Daytime  phone  _ 

_ State _ Zip 

Church  phone  _ 


#  Adults  attending _ +  •  Youth  attending _ - _  Total 

Open  Performance  Sign-up 

Type  of  Group  _ Drama  _ Puppetry  _ Clowning  Name  of  group  _ 

Contact  person _ _ _ E-mail _ 

Address _ _ _ City _ 

Title  of  selection  _ _ _ 


Total  enclosed  $ 


(full  amount  required) 


Daytime  phone  _ 
_ State _ Zip 


Register  now  for... 

MissionsNOW  Weekend! 

March  28-30 ,  2003 

“j?$t  A 1WN?  BG 


2003  State  Young  Musician’s  Camps 


For  children  who  have  finished  4-6  grades 


GULFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 

JUNE  24-28 

Guest  Conductor:  Jim  Gill 

Church  Music  and  Worship  Department  director 
South  Carolina  Baptist  Convention,  Columbia,  S.C. 


Cost  $147  per  person 


Talk  to  your  youth  leaders...they  have  the  details! 

For  more  info,  e-mail  rkeels@mbcb.org  or  fanderson@mbcb.org  or  phone 
Robin  or  Tammy  at  1-800-748-1651.  ext.  322.  or  292-3322  (Jackson) 


BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE 

JULY  21-25 
Guest  Conductor:  Terry  Taylor 

minister  of  music.  First  Baptist  Church,  Dothan,  Ala. 


schedule 


For  more  info,  call  the 


Pastor/Leadership 


Development  Department  at 


1(800)748-1651  or 


in  Jackson, (601)292-3305, 


or  E-mail 


kmcdonnell@mbcb.org 


We  are  very  honored  this  year  to  have  as  our 
key  speaker  Gaye  Martin.  Gaye  is  th<*wife  of 
Phil  Martin.  She  is  a  mother  and  grandmoth¬ 
er.  Gaye  is  a  popular  speaker  and  manage¬ 
ment  consultant  whose  clients  include 
NASCAR,  the  Rosalynn  Carter  Institute,  the 
Smithsonian  and  Lockheed  Martin.  She 
speaks  to  Christian  Women's  Clubs  nation¬ 
wide  and  has  been  featured  on  Focus  on  the 
Family  radio.  Gaye  is  the  author  of  1  READ 
YOU  LOUD  AND  CLEAR. ...SAY  AGAIN? 


Tuesday,  April  8 


7:00  a.m. 
<3:00  a.m. 
3:15  a.m. 

<3:30  a.m. 

9:15  a.m. 
10:15  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 
11:30  a.m. 


1:00  p.m. 
1:30  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 


Breakfast 
Door  Prizes 
Praise  Time 
Charlotte  Ready 
Message 
Gaye  Martin 
Homework  Assignments 
Break 

Homework  Assignments 
Area  Meetings 
Area  Representatives 
Lunch 

Door  Prizes/Grand  Prize 
5ilent  Auction  Winners 
Praise  Time 
Charlotte  Ready 
Closing  Message 
Gaye  Martin 


Mississippi  Baptist 


featuring 


Ministry  Assistants 


Gaye 

Martin 


Conference 


Monday, 


Registration 
Welcome 
Julia  Field 
Praise  Time 
Charlotte  Ready 
Message 
Gaye  Martin 
Door  Prizes 
Lunch 

Homework  Assignments 
Praise  Time 
Charlotte  Ready 
Message 
Gaye  Martin 
Door  Prizes 

Homework  Assignments 
MBMAA  General 
Business  Meeting 
Banquet 

Lloyd  and  Rita  Sweatt 


9:30  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 


10:35  a.m. 


10:45  a.m. 


11:30  a.m. 
noon 
1:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 


2:30  p.m. 


6:00  p.m. 


3:00  p.m. 
3:30  p.m. 
4:30  p.m. 


‘Disciples hip  'Resource  Showcase 


Older 
Children's 
Bible  Drill 
Camp 

for  children  who  have  completed  grades  3-6 

Cental  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  •  June  My  2, 2003 

Cost  $85 

For  more  information  about  the  camp  program,  contact  Don  Hicks  at 
601-292-3287  in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-1651  or  by  e-mail  at  dhicks@mbcb.org. 
For  information  about  reservations  or  the  retreat  center  contact  Jim  Ray 
at  662-289-9730  or  by  e-mail  atjray@mbcb.org. 


In  December,  several  worker*, 
along  with  icveral  national*  in 
Chengdu,  China,  *pon*ored  a 
Chrittma*  (upper  for  24  people  of 
the  lower  clasaThese  are  people 
who  mU  prodo*  in  the  market, 
live  on  the  stref,  or  ride  patten- 
gen  on  a  three-libeeler.  All  24 
clearly  heard  the  gotpel  in  their 
heart  languap.  Praite  Cod!  All  24 
made  a  decision  to  follow  Him.  < 


Ask  God  to  continue  to  use  the 
lives  and  deaths  of  recently 
martyred  workers  in  the  Middle 
East  to  encourage  and  embold¬ 
en  Christian  as  they 

proclaim  theMfShel.  Pray  for 
them  to  persdtutf  experience 
the  reality  of  2  Timothy  1:7, 
"For  God  did  not  give  us  a  spirit 
of  timidity,  but  of  lower  and 
love  and  setf-discipline.' 


Church 

FaciUties 

Furnishings 

Workshop 

March  18, 2 003 
8:30  a.m  -  3  p.m. 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
1531  Highland  Colony  Parkway 
Madison,  Mississippi 


The  conference  is  for  pastors, 
staff  members,  building  commit¬ 
tees,  long-range  planning  com¬ 
mittees,  business  administrators 
and  maintenance  /property  per¬ 
sonnel.  For  nWe  information, 
please  call  the  Pastor/Leader¬ 
ship  Development  Department 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800 
in  Jackson. 


for  peace  in 


For  (1)  AMD  Dialog  Meeting, 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton,  10 
am,  27th-noon  28th  (MS);  (2) 
Lee  and  Hlen  Martin  are  public 


For  (1)  State  Youth  Musk 
Festival,  Daniel  Memorial  BC, 
Jackson,  6:30  p.m.,  28th- 1 
pm,  1st  (CM);  (2)  Pray  for 
government  officialsand  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  Mifllq^T^  enact 
and  support  lajnrtWTftovide 
freedom  of  rdSgiau^pfice  to 
their  people. 


For  (1 )  Growth  Spiral 
Conference,  FBC,  Winona,  9 
am -noon  (SS);  (2)  Although  the 
peoples'  livetihoods  in  mega- 
.acotn- 


The  theme  of  World  AIDS  Day 
2002  was  to  remove  the  AIDS 
stigma  from  victim*  and  their 
families.  Some  of  the  ways  to  do 
discussions 


University  Team.  "The  current 


_ _  center  for 

—  ^  it  —  au i .  -  —  —  -i  cz  .^,1 

police  OTncers  ana  nre  npnen. 
Pray  for  wisdom,  support,  fund¬ 
ing  and  God's  wifl. 


dents  and  meet  their  needs, 
both  spiritual  and  social. 


prevent  discrimination.  Pray  that 
all  will  be  given  a  chance  to  hear 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


February  21  -  March  6,  2003 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

„  „  ,  For  (1)  Mississippi  Specialized 

QOO.  'WSJIA'T  CAU  1 UO  'TCTR  'YOU?  A  little  girl  often  supplemented  her  ^PJcSSmu);(2) 
usual  evening  prayer  With  many  requests  for  special  favors  from  the  Lord.  Festival, 

LioW^per.  one  night  - as  a  sWeet  afterthought  -she  closed  With  the  Words.  " And  ; 

noW.  yod.  What  can  1  do  for  ‘You?  3v2Si?iKSs^ 

V7  *  America). 


For  (1)  State  Keyboard  Festival, 
Woodland  Hills  BC,  Jackson, 
9:30  am-1  p.m.  (CM);  (2)  Pray 
for  a  visa  to  Brazil  for  mission¬ 
ary  Rise  Uttfog  whMvill  study 


.  — - - .  i  ic  win  minmer 

to  the  Makhuwa  people 
throurit  the  means  of  literacy 
and  Bade  reading  groups. 


Pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  would 
be  speaking  to  the  hearts  of 
Sorani  Kurds  in  northern  Iraq, 
at  this  time  of political  uncer¬ 
tainty,  leadiofjWm  to  new  life 
in  Jesus  Recently,  in  a 

spontaneous  meeting  of  former 
Muslims,  each  spoke  of  God's 
hand  in  transforming  their  lives. 
Pray  for  the  underground 
Church  in  Kurdistan. 


For:  (1)  Baptist  Building  AT 
HOME  DAYS,  5th-7th;  (2) 
Michael  King  is  an  Army 
active  duty  chaplain.  Pray  for 
the  family  feadiness  group  and 
the  marriafflbtreats  being 
conductedtfcuBoldiers  and 
their  spouses  and  for  the  min¬ 
istry  out  reaches  duri  ng  these 
times  of  extremely  high  opera¬ 
tions. 


For  (1)  Season  of  Prayer  for 
North  American  Missions  & 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  (WMU  jmphasis) ;  (2) 
Eight  believetMfe  Last  Frontier 
nation  will  b^pptised  very 
soon.  This  isMiLps  a  giant  step 
in  their  culture,  as  it  carries 
with  it  a  sense  of  finality.  Pray 
that  others  will  come  to  forth  as 
a  result  of  this  witness. 


The  2003  session  of  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  began  on 
January  7,  with  a  total  of  2,342 
bills  introduced.  Christians  are 

state  representative  and  senator 
about  any  tion  of  con¬ 
cern.  Pray  for  Mississippi's  sen¬ 
ators  and  representatives  as 
they  seek  to  make  decisions 
that  affect  all  of  our  lives. 


* 


MW 


9{prtfi  Mississippi 
Women's  Retreat 

March  14-15, 2003 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
(near  West,  Miss.) 

"A  Seeking  Heart: 
Rediscovering  True 
Worship " 

featuring: 

Sarah  Groves,  author  and 
,  musician,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 


For  more  info  and  to  register,  call  the  WMU 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-968-3800  in  Jackson. 


3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

< I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith.  I  in  -  .’x  Jesus  Chr.st 
inu.'  mv-life  From  this  time 
on.  I  v*  ant  to  live  in  a  Jqs  ing 
relationship  with  him. 

( I  recent  Christ  as  mi  Sartor 
and  Lord,  i 


hx  as  marry  as  recened  him  to 
them  he  tune  the  nghi  to  he <  <ene 
c  hildren  of  God.  r\enlo  those  *ho 
heliese  in  his  name  John  I  12 1 


If  s  ou  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  ego  6fi . Now  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 


•  Medicare  Supplement  Age  65>99 

New  Low  Rato  Non  smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement. ..Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non  Srnokor  Rates  Joday1 


•  New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Call  today  for  free  information* 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  today 
Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program 


Ft  BKI.  AKY  20,  2001 


Emmanuel  Quartet  will  be 
in  concert  Feb.  22  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
Cniger  Church,  Cruger.  A  los  e 
offering  will  be  taken  All  are 
invited  For  more  information, 
call  (662i  433-0009. 


Ground-breaking  at  Hayou  Talla  Church,  Kiln 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Supplement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


Revivalist  \  Evangelist 
Gene  Douglas 


Available  for  Revivals  Crusades,  Bible 

_ Conferences,  Winter  Bible  Studies, 

Deacon  Retreats  Youth  Events  and  One  Day  Special 
Events 

Gene  Douglas  By  Faith  Ministries 
Post  Office  Box  738.5 
McCornB,  Ms.  39649 
For  booking  information  601-567-2370 


H  i  1  1  c  r  e  s  t 
Church,  Jackson, 
hosted  the  annual 
Boy  Scout  Pack  99 
Pine  Wood  Derby 
car  races  on  Feb.  1 . 

Pictured  are  the 
Derby  leaders. 

On  World 
Hunger  Day,  the 
voutn,  GAs,  and 
RAs  of  First 
Church,  Laurel, 
reminded  the 
Sunday  morning  World 
congregation  that 
for  tne  co^t  of  a  fast  food  meal, 
much  good  work  could  be 
done  for  those  in  need.  They 
collected  $1,077. 


J  LSI  I  OK  I  III  Rl  C  OKI) 


World  Hunger  Day  -  First  Church,  Laurel 


the  postage  money  to  the 
GAs  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering.  They 
raised  5842.55  of  the 
$6,927.67  total  offering 
which  helped  West  Ripley 
exceed  their  goal. 

A  Sidewalk 

Counseling  at  Abortion 
Clinics  Workshop  will  be 
held  March  1  from  10- 
11:30  a.m.  at  the  Right  to 
Life  of  Jackson  Office, 
Jackson.  For  reservations, 
call  (601 )  956-8636. 


The  GAs  of  West  Ripley 
Church,  Ripley,  operated  a  Post- 
Office  for  church  members -to 
bring  Christmas  cards  and  give 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Pascagoula 


The  1st  and  2nd  grade  GAs  of 
First  Church,  Pascagoula,  recent¬ 
ly  used  sign  language  and  sang 
We  Will  Carry  the  Light.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Taylor  Tingle, 
Samantha  Kilgore,  Donna 
Anderson,  teacher,  .Anna  Lauren 
Harrison.  Taylor  Odom,  and 
Madison  Olsen. 

The  Simpson  County 
Women's  Conference  will  be 
held  March  21  beginning  at  5:30 
p.m.  and  March  22  beginning  at  8 
a.m.  at  First  Church,  Magee. 
Alida  Williamson  will  be  in  con¬ 
cert  For  more  information  or  to 
register,  call  (601 )  849-9883  or 
(601)8*9-9961 

Slayden  Church,  Slayden. 

will  present  Understanding 
Spirit  GLhedness  on  March  21 
from  630-9:30  pm  and  March  22 
from  8:30  a  m  -4  p.m  Mane 


GAs  of  West  Ripley  Church,  Ripley 

Strain  will  be  the  guest  lecturer. 

Tickets  are  $20  in  advance  and 
$25  at  the  door.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (662)  252-4559. 


Jesus  Christ 


Henry  Blackaby  Ministries 
and  First  Church,  West  Palm 
Beach,  Fla.,  are  sponviring 
Hearing  God's  Voice  April  10-1 2 
at  First  Church,  West  Palm 
Beach,  Fla.  For  more  information, 
call  (561 )  650-7400  ext.  7401 . 

Bayou  Talla  Fellowship 
Church,  Kiln,  celebrated  a 
ground-breaking  for  a  new 
youth  wing  on  Feb.  2.  Pictured 
(from  left,  front)  John  Moak, 
Pern-  Moran,  Tony  Soma, 
Shane  Anderson,  Roger 
Caplmger,  Glen  Dastugue, 
'"back)  John  Caplinger,  Micah 
Necaise,  Joe  Bermond,  Billy 
Smith,  and  Nestor  Torres 


7  Hgquests  tfie  Manor! 
/  of  your ‘Presence  Lm 
inMeaven!  B 


Yot  Can  Rkswnli  Kk.wt  Now! 

Simply  share  the  foUeMintf  prayer 
mth  God  in  your  own  nords 

1.  Lord  I  admit  lhai  I  need  you 

( I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sms 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death 

(/  repent.) 


Bov  Scout  Pack  99  Derby  Leaders 


CaN  today  tor  tree  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

P.O.  Box  5127, 
Brandon,  MS  39047 

orcallolfiw: 

1-800-880-2305 


ttfl 
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Texas  church 
bus  accident 

i 

claims  seven 

WACO,  Texas  (BP)  —  A 
church  bus  carrying  more  than 
30  members  of  Memorial 
Church  in  Temple,  Texas, 
crashed  on  Interstate  35  south 
of  Waco  Feb.  14,  killing  seven 
people  and  injuring  33  others. 
The  crash  occurred  near  the 
town  of  Hewitt  at  1 0  a.m.  as  the 
bus  was  traveling  northbound  in 
heavy  rain.  The  church  group 
was  en  route  to  an  afternoon 
Bill  Gaither  Homecoming  con¬ 
cert  at  Reunion  Arena  in  Dallas. 

According  to  Texas 
Department  of  Public  Safety 
(DPS)  spokesman  Tom  Vinger, 
the  driver  of  the  charter  bus 
swerved  tp  avoid  stalled  traffic 
and  lost  control  of  the  vehicle. 
The  bus  slid  into  oncoming 
traffic  and  rolled  onto  an  SUV, 
killing  two  of  its  three  occu¬ 
pants  instantly.  Witnesses  said 
that  several  of  the  passengers 
were  ejected  from  the  bus. 

DPS  spokesman  CpI. 
Charlie  Morgan  said  rain  may 
have  played  a  factor  in  the 
accident,  but  the  exact  cause 
was  still  under  investigation. 

Preliminary  investigations 
of  the  bus  company  revealed 
no  pattern  of  accidents,  and 
the  driver  was  not  suspected 
of  operating  the  bus  under 
the  mfluerice  of  alcohol  or 
drugs,  authorities  said. 


The  William  Carey  College 
Speech  and  Debate  Team  placed 
second  overall  and  in  individual 
event  sweepstakes  at  the  Webster 
University  Speech  and  Debate 
tournament  held  recently  in  St 
Louis,  Mo.  Pictured  are  me  team 
members. 

Renee  Eaton,  an  associate 
professor  in  music  education  at 
Southern 
Illinois 
University  at 
Edwardsville, 
received  the 
William  Carey 
College 
Distinguished 
Alumnus 
Award  at 
Homecoming 
ceremonies 
held  recently  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus. 

Charles  Holmes,  treatment 
specialist  at  the  Brantley  Baptist 
Center,  New 
Orleans, 
received  a 
Service 
Award  for  ser¬ 
vice  to  God 
and  Mankind 
at  William 
Carey  College 
Homecoming 
Holmes  ceremonies 
held  recently 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 


R.  T.  Buckley,  an  IMB  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Central  and 
Southern  Asia, 
received  a 
Service  Award 
for  service  to 
God  through 
mission  work 
at  William 
Carey  College 
Homecoming 
ceremonies 
Buckley  held  recently 
on  the 

Hattiesburg  campus. 


Daniel  Ed 
director  for 


Edney 


WCC  Speech  &  Debate  Team 


Daniel  Caldwell  &  Greg  Breazeale 


r,  foe  medical 
\e  Vicksburg 
Convalescent 
Nursing 
Home, 
received  foe 
William 
Carey  College 
Distinguished 
Young 
Alumnus  of 
foe  Year 
Award  at 


Homecoming  ceremonies  held  March  27  < 
recently  on  the  Hattiesburg  Anderson  Ha 
campus.  free.  For  mo 

call  (601)  925- 

Helen  Chetta,  a  mother  of 
seven  from  Clarkesville,  Ga.,  The  Miss! 
received  a  Service  Award  for  Clinton,  Offic 
Faith,  Family  and  Education  will 
Community  at  William  Crey  credit  classes:  B 
College  Homecoming  cere-  Seniors,  Hyperl 
monies  held  recently  on  the  Killer,  Sign 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Beginners,  ai 

beginning  in  l 

The  Baptist  Student  Union,  For  more  ini 
Mississippi  College,  Clinton,  obtain  a  regis 
will  be  nosting  a  banquet,  A  (601)925-3263. 
Light  to  the  Nations,  on  Feb.  28  at 
6  p.m.  as  a  fundraiser  for  college  The  Board 
students  venturing  all  across  the  Education  av 
world  as  student  missionaries  Carey  Collegt 
this  summer  through  foe  Breazeale,  Pur 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Pinson  Memo 
For  more  information  or  tickets.  Pictured  (from 
call  (601)925-3238.  Caldwell  and  E 

The  Mississippi  College, 

Clinton,  Department  of 
English  presents  Jerry  Ward, 
a  distinguished  professor  of 
English  and  African 
American  World  Studies  at 
Dillard  University,  New 
Orleans,  La.,  as  guest  lecturer 
of  the  Lipsey  Lectureship  on 


March  27  at  7  p.m.  in 
Anderson  Hall.  Admission  is 
free.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  925-3215. 


Union,  Seminary:  Feb.  23- 
26;  Gene  Douglas,  preaching; 
for  more  information,  call  (601) 
722-3752. 

Pleasant  Grove,  Brookhaven: 

March  2;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  ll'a.m.;  a  potluck  meal 
will  follow;  Herbert  Saveli,  spe¬ 
cial  guest;  Kent  Cochran,  pastor. 

Yalobusha  Baptist 

Association,  youth-student  cru¬ 
sade:  Feb.  28-March  1;  Fri.,  7 
p.m.;  Sat.,  5:30  p.m.;  at  foe 
Yalobusha  County  Multipurpose 
Building;  Ryan  Fontenot, 
R.A.G.ET  Ministries,  Southaven, 
evangelist;  Russell  McCroy  and 
musicians,  worship;  Ole  Miss 
BSU,  drama;  parents  are  wel¬ 
come;  for  more  information,  call 
(662)  675-8732. 

Heucks  Retreat, 

Brookhaven:  July  20;  100th 
anniversary;  worsnip  9:30  a.m.; 
dinner  on  the  grounds;  for 
more  information,  or  to  be  on 
the  mailing  list,  call  (601)  833- 
1821;  Ken  Kirk,  pastor. 

East  Fork  Church, 
Smithdale:  March  2-9;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wecf., 
7  p.m.;  Gene  Douglas,  evange¬ 
list;  Ed  May,  music;  nursery 
provided;  Paul  G.  Cain,  pastor. 


The  Mississippi  College, 
Clinton,  Office  of  Continuing 
Education  will  offer  four  non¬ 
credit  classes:  Basic  Computer  for 
Seniors,  Hypertension:  Tne  Silent 
Killer,  Sign  Language  for 
Beginners,  and  Calligraphy, 
beginning  in  March  ana  April. 
For  more  information  or  to 
obtain  a  registration  form,  call 
(601)  925-3261 

The  Board  of  Ministerial 
Education  awarded  Wiliam 
Carey  College  student,  Greg 
Breazeale,  Purvis,  with  the  E.  R 
Pinson  Memorial  Scholarship. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Darnel 
Caldwell  and  Breazeale. 


Macedonia,  Petal:  March  2- 
5;  Sunday,  9  a.m.,  10  a.m.,  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds,  and  12:30 

?.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
ommy  Mitchell,  Gulfport, 
evangelist;  Billy  Nelson, 
Florence;  Jerry  Doggett,  pastor. 


Tun  Tutor  has  been  called  as 

¥astor  of  Priceville  Church, 
upelo.  He  previously  served 
as  pastor  of  Ramer  Church, 
Ramer,  Tenn.  Tutor  attends 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  and  Trinity  Bible 
College  and  Seminary. 


SLAYDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SLAYDEN, 

Miss.  (Marshall  Association)  is  seeking  an 
interim  Music/Worship  leader.  Please  con¬ 
tact  the  church  office  at  (662)  252-4559. 
PIANIST  NEEDED  AT  FIRST  BAPTIST 
Church  of  Byram.  Call  (601)  372-3156. 
FLOWOOD  BAPTIST  tHURCH  IS 
seeking  a  P/T  Youth  Minister.  Please 
send  resume  to  1649  Old  Fannin  Road, 
Flowood,  MS  39232,  Attn:  Personnel 
Department. 

PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Hernando, 


Miss,  is  currently  seeking  a  full-time  \buth 
Minister.  Send  resumes  to  fersonnel 
Ministry  learn,  fhrkway  Baptist  Church,  50 
North  felkway,  Hernando,  MS  38632.  For 
more  information  call  (662)  429*6045. 
IASPER  COUNTY  BAPTIST 
Association  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Missions.  The  position  is  part-time, 
working  w/22  churches.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  764-2471  or 
email:  jcbaOtjayspringstel.net.  Or  to 
apply,  please  send  resume  to  Missions 


Committee,  JCBA,  P.O.  Box  385,  Bay 
Springs,  MS  39422-0385,  postmarked 

no  later  than  2/28/03. _ . 

DRUMMER  NEEDED  FOR  IACKSON 
metro  area  SBC  church.  Call  (601)  946- 
9406  for  details. 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Hattiesburg,  Miss,  is  currently  seeking 
a  bi-vocational  minister  of  music. 
Please  send  resumes’  c/o  music  search, 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  3139  Oak 
Grove  Road,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 


The  Chetta  Family 


The  Baptist  Rbcord- 


♦ 


February  20, 2003 


Editor 

I  wanted  to  take  a  minute 
and  commend  you  for  your 
column.  Understanding  our 
Limitations  (February  6  issue). 
I  read  it  on  die  Baptist  Press 
website,  and  we  discussed  it 
on  our  morning  radio  pro¬ 
gram  today.  In  fact,  I  read  it  in 
its  entirety  on  the  air. 

You  hit  the  nail  on  the  right 
on  the  head.  Thanks  for  the 
blessing. 

Mike  Corley,  WQBC  Radio 

Vicksburg 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi<opy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  I Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited./ 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  bids  on  eighteen  padded  oak  pews,  along  Cline  Tours.  (601)  605-4483  or  (8001  23  3-  USED  THHXOdCALROOKS  bought  and  LONG  DISTANCE  -  RESIDENTIAL,  4.9 

estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  with  two  pulpit  chairs  and  one  communion  3307  for  more  information. _  s  '  ‘  ~ 

Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. 

ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self 

employed.  Finally  affordable  health  now  receiving  resumes  from  all  who  are 
insurance;  call  (662)  568-3482 _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  Missions.  Please  send  resumes  to:  Linden  5307  for  more  information 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  Baptist  Church,  Attention  Rev  Billy  Harris. 

Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. _  p.O.  Box  481088.  Linden.  AL  36748  coach,  tv-vcr.  restroom,  new 

PASTORS,  TEACHERS,  CHURCH  STAFF.  DEADLINE:  All  resumes  must  be  received  engine,  auto  trans.  $49,500  Call  John  at  Long  distance  telephone  service. 

Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call  today  for  a  by  March  1 5,  2003. _  Cline  Tours.  <601 1 605-4483  or  (800)  233-  cards.  DSL.  web  hosting,  satellite  T. 

free  quote.  Quentin  f.  Adams  (601)  594-  1999  KRYSTAL  33  MINIBUS,  28  passen-  5307  for  more  information _ 

5676,  quentinadams350hotmail.com.  ger  with  separate  luggage  storage,  tv-vcr.  1992  MCI  102C3,  47  PASSENGER  motor  plan.net. 

A  BRAND  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic  reclining  seats,  7.3  diesel,  auto  trans. 

mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr.,  sell  excellent  condition.  $38,500.00.  Call  speed.  $59,000.  Call  )ohn  at  Cline  Tours,  for  churches  and 

$119.  Call  (601)  209-0872.  |ohn  at  Cline  Tours.  (601)  605-4483  or 

A  QUEEN  MATTRESS  SET,  pillow  lop,  Nf  W  (BOO)  233-5307  for  more  information  _  more  information. _ 

in  plastic.  Sell  $175.  Call  (601)  209  0872  1999  FORD/STARTRANS,  21  passenger  GATLINBURG  GETAWAY: 

A  BRAND  NEW  KING  Orthnpedit  mat  with  separate  luggage  storage,  tv-vcr.  redirv  Bath,  full  kitchen  Walking  distance  to  about  lock-m.  group  rates,  fund  raisers,  and  bappv  ci 

tress  set.  Nf W  in  plastic ,  only  $  1 89.  (  all  jng  se 
(601)  209  0872. 

WEST  SALEM  BA  PI  IS  1  <  HURCH  IS  taking 


sold.  Contact  Brent  Cloyd.  25100  Indian  cents  a  minute  interstate.  5.9  cents  inside 
table.  Call  (601)  989-2359  for  information  1985  MC1 102  A3,  47  PASSENGER  motor  Ridge  Road,  Sterling,  It  61081.  Call  (815)  Miss  Prepaid  cards  4.5  cents,  loll  free  4.9 

tHE  BETHEL  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  IS  coach.  tv-vcr,  restroom.  8v92  Detroit.  5  622-7899.  or  email  ck^sWcxic  si  .com.  List  cents.  No  iees  or  minimum,  6-sec  billing 

speed,  nice  bus.  $30,000.00.  Call  |ohn  at  sent  by  email  only.  _  Lower  rates  for  businesses  with  higher  vol- 

interested  in  the  position  of  Director  Of  Cline  Tours,  (601)605-4483  or  (800)  233-  1989  FORD  F  350,  30  PASSENGER  BUS.  ume.  Christian  Co..  250,000  happv  cus- 

$6,900,  OBO.  Call  (601)  735-3715  or  lomers.  Christian  couple,  retired  after  47 

1989  MCI  102C3,  47  PASSENGER  motor  (601 )  735-2340  after  700  p.m.  vears  in  SBC  ministry  Income  opportunity 

8V92  SIGNIFICANT  SAVINGS:  LOCAL  AND  for  agents  A  Christian  ministries  FREE  call 

calling  866)  749-0280  _ 

’..  wire-  BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  •  WALK-IN. 

less  phones,  computers,  www.totakrom-  Smoke  free,  no  pets  - Sleeps  six,  2  bedroom, 

_ _ | _  2  bath  Special  rates  -  dinner  tickets  for 

coach,  tv-vcr.  restroom  8V92  engine.  5  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  Anniversary  Birthday  Groups  welcome  call 

Stained  (662)  746-4632. _  • 

1601)  605-4483  or  18OOI  233-5307  for  Glassworks,  Inc.,  (800)  605-2970,  LOWER  YOUR  PHONE  BILL.  BLESSED 

PARADISE  LANCS:  MUMSMPFrS  ONLY  Hope  has  4  9  centymmute.  24/7.  NO  fees 
2  BR/2  smoke  and  alcohol  free  bowling  center.  Call  6-sec  billing,  /no  fine  print  and  250,000 

_  _  FREE  message  at  18661 

ats.V- 10  engine  with  auto  trans.  excel-  parkway.  $65/nite.  call  for  information  leagues  Located  at  820  Cooper  Road.  736-7869  or  info  at  www. cuvena'ntphone- 

k*nl  rondition.  $32,000.00.  Call  John  at  at  (251 )  666-21 75.  Jackson.  Miss.,  call  (601 )  372-7700.  servKe.com.  Home  agents  needed 
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Family  Bible  Study 

The  Bible:  Its  Testimony 

John  5:37-40, 45-47;  Acts  17:2-4, 11-12 


Today  and  in  Jesus'  day  a  bone 
of  contention  was  the  identity  of 
Jesus.  Was  He  merely  a  mythical 
or  historical  figure,  or  was  He  the 
Son  of  Goa,  the  promised 
Messiah? 

In  John  5,  Jesus  teaches  that 
the  Scriptures  prove  Him  to  be 
the  Son  of  God.  John  5  takes 
place  when  Jesus  has  come  to 
celebrate  a  Jewish  feast  in 
Jerusalem.  Conflict  between 
Jesus  and  the  Jewish  leaders 
had  already  begun  and  was 
increasing.  The  central  issue 
was  Jesus’  claim  to  be  the  Son 
of  God.  Chapter  5  begins  with 
Jesus  healing  a  man  on  the 
Sabbath.  Jesus  knew  this 
would  invite  debate  between 
Himself  and  the  Jewish  lead¬ 
ers.  When  Jesus  was  ques¬ 
tioned  about  healing  on  the 


Sabbath,  He  estab-B|.»J*fo 
lished  his  authority  tof| 
work  on  the  Sabbath. 

He  claimed  to  be  Stou»h 
equal  to  the  Father  whose  n 
work  on  the  Sabbath  met  the 
needs  of  people.  When  the 
leaders  accused  him  of  blas¬ 
phemy  for  claiming  to  be  an 
equal  of  God,  Jesus  pointed  out 
that  the  Scriptures  proved  His 
claim  to  be  true.  For  proof  the 
Jewish  law  required  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  two  witnesses.  Jesus 
used  several  witnesses  to 

grove  His  claim:  John  the 
aptist,  Jesus'  miracles,  the 
Father,  and  the  Scriptures. 
Jesus  knew  that  the  Jews 
searched  Scripture  to  find  the 
key  to  etemallife.  Ironically,  in 
their  study  they  had  missed 
the  answer  they  were  seeking 
—  Jesus  Christ.  They  put 
utmost  confidence  in  Moses' 


I  writings  but  failed  to  see 
that  Moses’  writings 
pointed  to  Jesus  as  the 
Messiah.  Jesus  accused 
them  of  being  spiritually 
blind  and  deaf;  other¬ 
wise,  they  would  have 
recognized  God’s  pres¬ 
ence  in  Jesus'  words  and 
works.  Because  of  their 
.  *  closed  minds  they  reject- 

1  ed  their  own  Scripture, 
making  it  difficult  for  them  to 
accept  any  testimony.  Jesus 
tells  them  they  have  heard  the 
message  of  God's  Word  but 
have  misinterpreted  it.  Do  we 
search  Scripture  with  per¬ 
ceived  ideas  and  prejudices, 
not  open  to  God’s  answer?  If 
so,  in  our  study  of  God's^word, 
we  miss  Jesus. 

In  Acts  17,  Paul  uses  Sdripture 
as  his  basic  proof  that  Jesus  is  the 
Messiah.  In  his  missionary  jour¬ 
neys,  Paul  went  to  key  cities  to 
establish  churches  and  then  these 
churches  could  bean  an  outreach 
ministry.  When  Paul  entered  a 
city,  he  went  to  the  synagogue 
first  in  hopes  that  he  womcfbe 
invited  to  present  his  views.  He 
used  this  approach  in 


Thessalonica.  Paul  reasoned  with 
than  on  three  occasions,  using 
Scripture  to  relate  Christ,  His 
death  and  resurrection  to  Old 
Testament  prophecies  of  the 
Messiah.  Although  some 
believed,  many  opposed  Paul's 
claims  and  attempted  to  jail  him. 
He  and  Silas  were  forced  to  leave 
town  during  the  night  They 
went  to  Berea  where  they  used 
the  same  strategy  to  evangelize 
the  Bereans.  Unlike  the 
Thessalonians,  the  Bereans  were 
eager  to  hear  the  message  and  to 
study  Scriptures  for  evidence  that 
Paul’s  views  were  indeed  true. 
The  Bereans  approached  the 
Scriptures  without  preconceived 
prejudices.  They  were  open- 
minded  and  tolerant  of  new  ideas 
from  reliable  sources.  They  were 
committed  to  the  Scripture  as 
God's  Word  and  sincerely  want¬ 
ed  to  know  what  God  was  reveal¬ 
ing  to  them.  They  set  an  example 
for  us  in  Bible  study:  "...they 
received  the  Word  with  all  readi¬ 
ness  of  mind,  and  searched  the 
scriptures  daily,  whether  those 
things  were  so  (17:11). 

Paul's  testimony  was  so  con¬ 
vincing  of  the  truth  that  Jesus 


was  the  Messiah  that  some  of  the 
Jews  in  the  congregation 
believed.  A  laige  number  of  gen¬ 
tiles,  both  men  and  women,  were 
converted.  Paul's  use  of  the 
Scripture  was  effective.  The  goal 
of  Scripture  —  to  lead  people  to 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  —  was  real¬ 
ized  in  Paul's  ministry. 

As  we  conclude  our  study  of 
"The  Bible:  God's  Book  of 
Grace,"  what  have  we  learned? 
We  have  learned  that  the  Bible 
originated  from  God;  it  is  His 
inspired  Word.  We  also  know 
that  it  is  a  treasure  of  divine 
instruction,  a  book  to  be  val¬ 
ued  above  all  others.  We  have 
also  learned  that  the  Bible  is 
our  instruction  book  for  salva¬ 
tion  and  Christian  living. 
Finally,  we  have  learned  that 
Scripture  testifies  to  the  true 
identity  of  Jesus  and  leads  us 
to  follow  Him.  Obviously,  the 
Bible  holds  between  its  covers 
everything  we  need  to  know  to 
live  a  committed  Christian  life. 
Why  not  begin  a  committed 
study  of  its  truths? 

Stough  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Picayune. 
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"Following  the  Risen  Christ" 

John  21:15-23 


Don  Wilson 


As'you  read  this  final  chap¬ 
ter  in  John’s  Gospel,  remember 
that  everything  ne  has  related 
in  this  book  is  for  the  purpose 
that  people  who  read  might 
trust  Jesus.  This  last  picture 
reveals  Peter  and  his  devotion 
to  Jesus  more  than  anything 
else.  Seven  of  the  disciples 
were  huddled  together  when 
Peter  decided  that  he  was 
going  fishing.  The  others  were 
determined  to  go  too.  So  they 
spent  the  night  on  the  water 
without  catching  a  single  fish. 
When  morning  came,  these 
guys  looked  out  toward  the 
shore  and  a  man  was  there.  He 
called  out  to  them  wondering  if 
they  had  any  food.  "No,"  was 
their  reply.  Then  He  yelled  out 
instructions:  "Cast  the  net  on 
the  right  side  of  the  boat  and 
you  will  find  fish  (21:6)."  They 


cast  the  net  and 
caught  an  entire  net 
full  of  fish.  Only  then  tAI3. 

did  John  recognize  Wilson 

that  it  was  Jesus  on  the  shore: 

"It  is  the  Lord"  (21:7).  Peter 
plunged  into  the  water  and 
headed  ashore  while  the  others 

gulled  in  the  net  with  the  fish. 

y  the  time  the  153  fish  were 
retrieved,  Jesus  had  a  fire  hot 
with  a  meal  of  fish  and  bread 
ready  to  eat.  Following  break¬ 
fast,  Jesus  and  Peter  talked  con¬ 
cerning  the  reality  and  result  of 
love. 

I.  FOLLOW  CHRIST  IN 
LOVE:  John  21:15-16 

Notice  that  during  this  con¬ 
versation  Jesus  calls  Peter 
"Simon,  son  of  Jonah."  John 
MacArthur,  in  Twelve  Ordinary 
Men,  notes  that  Jesus  used  the 
name  'Simon"  when  talking  to 
Peter  after  failures  in  his  life.  The 
question  Jesus  asks  is:  'Do  you 


love  me  more  than  these?" 
Many  make  a  big  deal 
about  tiie  Greek  words  for 
love  that  are  interchanged 
in  this  passage.  The  first 
two  times  Jesus  asks  the 
question.  He  used  "aga- 
pao"  which  refers  to  God's 
love.  Peter  responds  with 
"phileo"  which  refers  to 
me  affection  of  family  or 
n  brotherly  love.  Jesus'  final 
question  has  "phileo"  instead. 
The  words  seem  to  be  used  inter¬ 
changeably  here  without  show¬ 
ing  the  distinctions  in  meaning. 

Jesus  did  not  ask  His  ques¬ 
tion  to  gain  information.  He 
wanted  Peter  to  examine  the 
depth  of  his  devotion.  This 
loud-mouthed  disciple  always 
answered  quickly  and  often 
without  much  depth  of  thought. 
"Yes,  Lord,  you  know  that  I  love 

}rou!"  he  blurted  out.  So  again 
esus  posed  the  question:  v'Do 
you  love  me?"  Again  the  identi¬ 
cal  answer  came  from  Peter.  He 
really  did  love  Jesus.  The 
denials  just  a  tew  days  before 
did  not  seem  to  back  it  up,  but  in 
his  heart  a  deep  love  burned. 

Jesus  responded  to  Peter’s 
affirmation  of  love  each  time 


with  a  command  to  'Tend  my 
lambs  (and  sheep)."  The 
inevitable  result  of  the  kind  of 
deep  love  Jesus  was  asking 
about  is  a  commitment  to  care 
for  those  who  belong  to  Jesus. 
Love  for  Jesus  never  exists  in  a 
vacuum,  but  will  always  be 
exposed  in  the  way  we  interact 
with  others  who  follow  the 
same  Jesus  we  love. 

II.  FOLLOW  CHRIST  IN 
HUMILITY:  John  21:17 

The  third  time  Jesus  asked 
the  question  was  a  lesson  in 
humility  for  Peter.  He  had 
already  acknowledged  that  he 
loved  Jesus  twice  when  Jesus 
asked  the  penetrating  ques¬ 
tion  again.  His  answer  is  the 
same:  "Lord,  You  know  all 
things.  You  loiow  that  I  love 
your  The  triple-questioned 
reminder  of  his  own  denials, 
his  failures,  and  his  lack  of 
faith  showed  him  again  that 
without  Jesus  he  reaUy  could 
do  nothing  (John  15:5). 

III.  FOLLOW  CHRIST  BY 

SACRIFICE:  John  21:18-19 

Jesus  spoke  to  Peter  about  the 
manna  in  which  he  would  die. 
Jesus  was  warning  Peter  that  he 
was  going  to  endure  great  suffer¬ 


ing  in  following  Jesus.  Great  love 
for  Jesus  will  always  require 
great  sacrifice.  Jesus  had  already 
demonstrated  that  truth  by  sacri¬ 
ficing  His  own  life  cm  the  cross. 
Those  who  follow  Him  must  fol¬ 
low  no  matter  what  sacrifice  they 
must  make. 

IV.  FOLLOW  CHRIST  BY 
FOCUS:  John  21:20-23 

Peter  turned  and  saw  John 
(the  disciple  Jesus  loved)  fol¬ 
lowing  them  and  asked  Jesus 
about  him.  Jesus  responded: 
"If  I  will  that  he  remain  till  I 
come,  what  is  that  to  you?" 
The  disciples  jumped  on  that 
statement  ana  repeated  that 
John  would  not  die,  though 
Jesus  did  not  actually  say  that. 
The  focus  of  Jesus  was  on  the 
commitment  of  the  one  He 
was  speaking  to.  "YOU  follow 
me!"  ne  said.  At  this  moment, 
as  you  read,  Jesus  is  interested 
in  whether  you  will  follow  or 
not.  Do  not  look  arouhd  at 
family  or  church  leaders. 
Jesus^  message  to  you  is  the 
same  as  the  one  to  Peter: 
"YOU  FOLLOW  ME!" 

Wilson  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Church,  Dumas. 
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Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
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(601)  922-2242 

e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com  -  website:  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 

Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  January  we  evaluate  the  cash  gifts  received  in  the  financial  office  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  during  the  previous  twelve 
months.  In  this  evaluation  it  has  become  customary  to  list  the  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  in  descending  order  of  their  designat¬ 
ed  cash  gifts.  This  evaluation  and  analysis  is  known  as  the  “Honor  Roll  of  Churches."  During  2002,  500  local  churches  gave 
$1,000.00  or  more  to  the  ministry  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village.  According  to  our  records,  those  “top  500  churches"  were: 


LifeWay  sees  growth  in  sluggish  economy 

ross  the  board  within  LifeWay's  business  Gods  and  Generals,  which  will  open  Feb. 
dts  due  to  the  sluggish  national  econo-  21;  Beloved  Disciple  by  Beth  Moore; 
u  still,  Warren  said;  each  division  con-  Jericho  Sanction,  Oliver  North's  second 
>lled  expenses  well  so  far  this  fiscal  year,  novel  with  B&H;  Covenant  Marriage  by 
le  international  department  has  been  Gary  Chapman;  and  The  Kingdom 
pecially  hard  hit,  with  revenues  deeply  Focused  Church  by  Gene  Mims. 

tected  by  the  continuing  economic  crises  Dr"—1 - ** — ~  - 

r  countries  in  South  Mark 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  stands  to  see  a  3.4% 
increase  in  overall  revenue  for  2003,  pro¬ 
viding  employees  continue  to  perform 
well  in  a  bleak  economy,  Ted  Warren  told 
trustees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  entity  Feb.  10  in  Nashville. 

LifeWay's  executive  vice  president  and  throughout  many 
chief  operating  officer  said  revenues  America,  Warren  said.  ^ 

would  still  fall  more  than  $18  million  short  "Companies  have  been  dealing  for  yeare  _  performance  in  the  first  qui 
of  the  budget  for  the  fiscal  year  of  Oct.  1  with  ways  to  deal  with  the  fluctuation  in  — J  T  * 

through  Sept.  30,  with  revenues  down  foreign  economies  and  that  is  one  of  the 
- - - -  challenges  we  face  as  well,"  Warren  said. 

Warren  also  reported  that  the  market  The  number  of  LifeWa; 
Sm  value  of  LifeWay's  retirement  trust  fund 

Iflh  has  dipped  below  its  future  payout  obliga- 

,>  tion,  but  LifeWay  plans  to  designate  phases  of  a 

reserve  funds  to  make  up  the  current 
ipl  deficit.  The  deficit  is  due  to  the  significant 

decline  in  the  stock  market  during  the  last 
three  years,  he  said. 

Trustees  approved  a  recommendation 
authorizing  an  increase  in  the  price  of  all 
f  dated  and  undated  Sunday  School  curricu- 

jJBjSj  lum  by  as  much  as  3.7%,  effective  in  the 

late#  ’  spring  of  2004.  The  actual  price  and  per- 

tC  fl  centage  increase,  if  any,  will  De  deternuned 

|hK  in  the  summer  of  2003. 

f||P|  3  Ken  Stephens,  vice  president  of 

Broadman  &  Holman  Publishing,  told 
’jqc-  trustees  the  Holman  Christian  Standard 

.  Bible(r)  is  progressing  on  schedule. 


Despite  a  national  economic  slowdown, 
:ott,  vice  president  of  the  LifeWay 
Christian  Stores  aivision,  reported  a  solid 

4  iarterof2003.  He 
said  LifeWay's  Christmas  sales  were  strong 
despite  the  holiday  season  being  billed  as 
one  of  the  worst  in  32  years  for  retailers. 

The  number  of  LifeWay  stores  has 
reached  115,  with  two  more  planned  in  2003, 
rig  that  the  first  of  two 
■wide  system  to  improve 
point-of-sale  business  processes  is  complete. 

Mike  Arrington,  vice  president  of  corpo¬ 
rate  affairs,  reported  that  a  committee  is 
continuing  to  study  water  availability  for 
proposed  developments  at  the  LifeWay 
Glorieta  Conference  Center  in  New  Mexico. 

The  capital  resource  development 
department  raised  more  than  $748,000  in 
2062,  with  plans  for  further  fundraising 
determined  in  2003.  Arrington  said  one  campaign 
will  seek  to  honor  denominational  lead¬ 
ers  by  naming  rooms  at  both  conference 
centers  after  tnem. 

Attendance  at  both  the  Ridgecrest 
(N.C.)  and  Glorieta  conference  centers 
should  increase  when  renovations  are 
completed,  Arrington  said.  Improvements 
include  completion  of  year-round  youth 
facilities  ana  multi-level  meeting  spaces 
at  Glorieta. 

said,  included  the  Oliver  North  novel,  Tim  Vineyard,  vice  president  of  the 
Mission  Compromised,  and  three  Beth  technology  division,  said  more  than  7.6 
Moore  books.  When  Godly  People  Do  million  Web  user  sessions  were  recorded 
Ungodly  Things,  Praying  God's  Word,  and  in  the  first  quarter  of  2003,  a  growth  of 
Jesus  the  One  and  Only.  156%  from  the  previous  quarter.  He  said 

New  releases  for  2003  include  Faith  in  350,000  of  those  were  first-time  users  of 
God  &  Generals,"  a  Civil  War  book  that  the  newly  redesigned  LifeWay.com  site, 
complements  a  major  motion  picture,  launched  in  October. 


Christian  Resources 

of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


Baptist  Alliance  president  sees  'sin  on  every  hand' 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  churches,  where  daih 
The  United  States  undoubtedly  prayer  meetings  are  ro 
has  been  blessed  supernatural-  "Today  we  organize  i 
ly  with  unrivaled  prosperity  agonize  on  our  knee 
and  worldwide  influence,  the  God,"  he  said, 
president  of  the  Baptist  World  Even  Korean  Bapti 
Alliance  (BWA)  and  one  of  as  himself  can  learn  fri 
Asia's  leading  evangelists  told  Korean  Christians,  1 
staff  members  of  the  North  such  as  David  Yongi 
American  Mission  Board  Cho,  pastor  of  Yoiao 
(NAMB)  on  Feb.  12.  Full  Gospel  Church  in 

Nevertheless,  there  remains  Seoul.  While  Kim 
"sin  on  every  hand"  both  in  the  said  he  prays  about 
United  States  and  intemation-  one  hour  each  day, 
ally,  said  South  Korean  pastor  Cho  prays  five  hours 
Billy  Kim,  and  fervent  prayer  is  a  day  —  and  much  of 
likely  the  only  solution.  his  congregation  is 

"Christians  of  this  nation  similarly  committed, 
must  get  on  their  knees  [and  1  have  no  argument 
pray]  that  God  would  bring  when  a  man  prays  five 
revival  to  this  nation,"  he  said,  hours  a  day.  Whether 
"There's  no  other  answer  in  our  he's  uneducated  or 
world  today.  We  need  men  of  educated,  God  will 
God  and  women  to  pray  that  begin  to  use  that  per- 
God  will  give  wisdom  to  son,”  Kim  said. 
President  Bush  and  all  of  his  Christians  in  Korea 
staff  members  to  solve  the  even  now  are  lifting 
problems  that  we  face  today."  up  the  United  States 
Kim,  pastor  of  the  Central  in  prayer  during  a 
Baptist  Church  in  Seoul,  was  penod  when  both 
guest  speaker  during  a  chapel  nations  are  facing  the 
service  at  NAMB.  prospect  of  war,  the 

In  his  message,  Kim  urged  pastor  said, 
staff  to,  "Pray  for  your  country,  "Recently,  many 
pray  for  your  president,  pray  for  anti-American 
your  military.  Without  prayer  demonstrations  took 
there  would  be  no  revival.  place  in  Seoul,  so 

He  noted  the  role  that  prayer  some  of  us  got  togeth- 
has  come  to  take  in  the  Korean  er,  100,000-met  at  the 


copyright  2003 


VFK  UR  OVCK  LFAN 


AURG,  HRA  LO  EN  CFAN 


AUR  FRZA  ANBFO,  AUVA 


C  GVP  JMRVTU  AURMR 


VHON:  SNM  AURMRSNMR 


TVGR  C  SNMAU 


GVMY  NFR:  AUCMAP 


RCEUA 


Clue:  H*=L 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
Tetter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  Two:  Twenty-Six 


Staff  of  the  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB) 
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